
Adobe Acrobat ® Software underwritten by: 
Roderick Dyke 

Archives for UFO Research, 
News and Information Services 

C U F O NSM 
The Computer UFO Network 

http://www.cufon.org/ 
email@cufon.org 

 
Dale Goudie – Information Director, Jim Klotz – SYSOP, Chris Lambright - Webmaster 

 
 

Adobe Portable Document Format Version of 
Excerpt from: Environmental Control Systems Selection for Manned Space 

Vehicles (Vol II: Appendix I - - Missions, Vehicles, and Equipment, 1962) 
Section concerning “Lenticular Reentry Vehicle” 

 
26-June-2001  -  As soon as the November 2000 issue of Popular Mechanics hit the stands with 
the cover story of “America’s Nuclear Flying Saucer,” we began the process of locating and 
obtaining official copies of the documents on which the article was based.  Little information 
about these documents are made available in the article text, but on May 3, 2001, after a lengthy 
correspondence with 88CG/SCCMF (FOIA) at Wright-Patterson AFB Ohio, a document which 
clearly relates to the same vehicle was provided to us.  Henceforth this document will be 
available from the National Technical Information Service/Defense Technical Information 
Center (NTIS/DTIC). 
 
This seems a timely release since one application of the “Lenticular Reentry Vehicle” was as an 
orbital weapons system and debate is now current on the militarization of space.  The LRV was 
designed as a manned weapons platform which held four weapons internally and controlled an 
external weapons pod containing additional weapons.  The LRV would stay on station in orbit 
(for up to six weeks per mission) until commanded to attack whereupon it would execute it’s 
mission as a (at least partially) pilot-controlled bomber.  Other missions included surveillance.  
“Photographic, infrared scanning. side-looking radar and ELINT equipment” are mentioned.  
The plan was prepared under USAF contract by North American Aviation. 
 
This file is an extract of the document cited above which is an appendix to a larger document.  I 
have included the title page, security statements, tables of contents, tables and symbols and an 
introduction.  Pages are then skipped to the section on the LRV which is included in entirety. 
 
We’ve presented this information because of the shape proposed for the LRV which places it 
squarely in a long line of similarly shaped vehicles planned or built over the decades.  
Researcher Joel Carpenter notes that “NASA had originated the lenticular reentry vehicles idea 
as early as 1959 and contractors such as Lockheed, Boeing, Martin and Convair had all studied 
manned spacecraft with similar shapes by 1962.” This makes this information of interest to the 
“UFO Community,” and others. 
 
 - Jim Klotz  - CUFON SYSOP Dale Goudie  - Information Director -  
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